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ABSTRACT

Knowledge of Autonomic Dysreflexia of the 6" Year
Medical Students at Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai
University

Suwhapanichpun T and Tongprasert S

Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, Faculty of
Medicine, Chiang Mai University

Objective: To determine extent of knowledge about
autonomic dysreflexia (AD) in the 6" year medical
students including symptoms and signs, diagnosis,
treatment and its complications; and to provide
information for amendment of rehabilitation medicine
course in medical curriculum.

Study design: Cross sectional descriptive study

Setting: Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai University
Subjects: The sixth-year medical students of the
academic year 2013 at Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai
University

Methods: The medical students were asked to answer a
6-item written questionnaire about AD. The total score is
32. They were asked to report their previous AD learning
experience and their experience in treating AD in
patients with spinal cord injury (SCI).

Results: One hundred seventy two medical students
were recruited and 80.7 % reported having encountered
patients with SCI. Two medical students had experience
treating AD. Only 31.5% reported learning experience
about AD. The average knowledge score on the
questionnaire was 0.45 (SD 0.80, minimum 0, maximum
7). There were 51.2 % of medical students who could
not score anything on the survey.

Conclusion: The 6" year medical students’ knowledge
about autonomic dysreflexia is extremely insufficient in
all aspects including causes, diagnosis, treatment and
its complications. Therefore, teaching method of
autonomic dysreflexia is strongly needed.

Correspondence to: Siam Tongprasert, M.D., Department of
Rehabilitation Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai
University 50200. E-mail: siam.tongpr@cmu.ac.th
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